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PRELIMINARY AND SHORT REPORTS
A SIMPLE PROCEDURE FOR STAINING TINEA VERSICOLOR (M. FURFUR)
WITH FOUNTAIN PEN INK
Moaais M. COHEN, M.D.*
Although scrapings from lesions of tinea versicolor cnn be seen in potassium hydroxide
preparations, a method has been worked out whereby the myeelia and spore strnctures of
Fio. 1. Scrapings of tinea versicolor showing mycelia and spores of M. furfur. (Photo-
graph by Mr. Raymond J. Clayton, Jr.)
M. furfur are stained, more easily demonstrated and striking to the eye, with the nse of
Parker 51 superchrome blue-black ink. Recently Gomes (1) and Emura (2) have reported
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on this particular ink in the staining of treponemes. This ink according to Emura (2) con-
tains the following: A special patented dye called diaminostilhene disulfonic acid coupled
to two moles of 1-amino-8-napthol 2,4 disulfonic (Chicago) acid. There is also 0.67% sodium
hydroxide. However, no other information was available from the manufacturer.
The procedure in staining scrapings from lesions of tinea versicolor is as follows:
1. Scrapings are placed on a clean glass slide and a drop or two of 10% KOH is mixed
with the scales.
2. A small drop of Parker 51 blue-black ink is then incorporated in the above and mixed
with a toothpick or applicator stick for one minute.
3. A cover glass is then placed over the area and the excess ink from the slide is removed
by making light pressure over the cover glass with a blotter.
4. The preparation can now be examined under the low or high dry power.
The mvcelia and spores stain a darker blue color as compared to the lighter color of the
background. These structures will be even more noticeable and outstanding if reexamined
in twenty-four hours. When ink alone is used without the KOH, the filaments and spores
are also stained but the clearing is not as complete since there is only 0.67% sodium hydrox-
ide in the ink.
The staining of other superficial fungi with this ink is now being investigated and will
be reported on at a later date.
suMarARv
The present report deals with the staining of ill. furfor by the use of Parker 51 super-
chrome blue-black ink. The method is simple thereby making it a practical office procedure
and one good for teaching and demonstration purposes.
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